Common Questions in AP Calculus:
What is AP?

“AP” stands for “Advanced Placement.”  It is a rather detailed curriculum intended to help a high school calculus class look like a college calculus class.  The culminating activity of an AP class is intended to be the AP exam, which SOME colleges give class credit for if a high enough score is attained.

What are the expectations of an AP class?

The expectations of an AP class, like any other class, will vary from teacher to teacher.  For our purposes, the following are things that are going to be expected of you in AP Calculus:

· At least 1 to 2 hours of work outside of class for every hour inside of it (the college standard is 3).  In other words, if you have your calculus class five times in a week, you should be doing a minimum of 5-10 hours of homework and/or studying outside of class.  If you are doing less than this, you are likely to be ill prepared.  If you are doing more than this, you should speak to your teacher.

· If you do not understand a concept, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find a time before and/or after school to receive extra help.  Doing so before several poor quizzes or tests is preferable to after.  You should find your teacher flexible in trying to accommodate such requests.

· It is not only allowed but encouraged that you form study groups.  You will undoubtedly do this at least once in college, so this is as good of a time to start as any.  (Plus, you will find that teaching someone helps you as much or more as it helps them.)

· It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to prepare for quizzes and tests.  There will probably be some review beforehand, but not nearly enough to help you remember all the material you will need at one time.  Good ways to do this are going over your homework problems a second, third, or even fourth time; re-reading your notes often; going over old quizzes (for a cumulative test); reading the examples in the textbook (yes, there are examples in the textbook); and doing problems in lesson and review sections that were not assigned (mostly odd ones).

· You will need a graphing calculator.  If you do not and cannot gain access to one, talk to your teacher.

· TAKE THE AP EXAM!

Why is Calculus hard?

The Calculus, by itself, is actually fairly straightforward.  However, in order to solve interesting problems, many algebraic and some geometric and trigonometric manipulations are necessary.  As you go through the class, you need to ask yourself if your problem is with WHAT to do or HOW to do it.  The “what” questions are usually Calculus related and the “how” questions are often algebraic/trigonometric/geometric.  Sometimes identifying what the true problem is can increase your confidence because, odds are, you are learning The Calculus but struggling to assimilate it with the other mathematical disciplines you have already learned.

