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Tuesday, June 3, 2014 
6:00 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

             Page 
 

A. Roll Call and Call to Order      Mr. Yeo  1  
1. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag     Mr. Yeo 
2. Manor School Focus Update     Mrs. Everly 

       
B. Public Commentary – Agenda Items Only    Mr. Yeo 

 
C. Discussion and Action Items 

1. Approval of Minutes      Mr. Yeo  2 
Move to approve the minutes of the following meetings as 
submitted: 
• May 20, 2014 Board Work Session  
• May 20, 2014 Board Meeting #9  
• May 27, 2014 Special Work Session  
• May 27, 2014 Closed Meeting 

 
2. Reports and Updates      Mr. Yeo  9 

a. May 19, 2014 Board Curriculum Committee Minutes 
 

3. Staff Resignation       Dr. McLeod  15 
Move to approve the resignations from Monroe Public  
Schools of Otto Zillgitt as of June 19, 2014 and of  
David Prenkert as of August 29, 2014.  
 

4. Teacher Tenure Recognition     Dr. McLeod  18 
Move to confirm and endorse the granting of tenure for  
Dawn Brodie, Christina Taft, and Bryan Zamorski on the  
appropriate anniversary dates. 

 
5. Lunch Price Increase      Mrs. Eighmey  22 

Move to approve Option B to set prices for school lunches  
for the 2014/15 school year. 

 
6. MASB Membership      Dr. Martin  26 

Move to approve the 2014/15 membership dues to the  
Michigan Association of School Boards in the amount  
of $7,090.   

 
 



7. MHSAA 2014-15 Membership     Dr. McLeod  28 
Move to adopt the Michigan High School Athletic  
Association membership resolution for the year  
August 1, 2014 through July 31, 2015 as presented. 
 

8. Connected Math for Grades 6, 7, and 8   Dr. McLeod  33 
Move to approve the purchase of Pearson Connected  
Mathematics for grades sixth, seventh, and eighth,  
which will support the mathematics curriculum  
alignment with the National Common Core at an  
estimated amount not to exceed $181,617.83 

        
9. LLI Purchase – Manor School     Mrs. Everly  37 

Move to approve the purchase of the instructional  
resources from Heinemann Publishing.  The total cost for  
the materials, plus shipping, will not exceed $5,130.00.   
The entire amount will be paid through the 2013-2014  
Title I funds in accordance with allowable expenditure  
guidelines for use of federal funds for supplemental  
instructional programming. 
 

10. Arborwood ELA Book Purchase    Mrs. Everly  39 
Move to approve the purchase of ELA books for the  
Arborwood Elementary Campus for a total cost not to  
exceed $14,300.00. The total amount of this purchase  
will be covered by 2013-2014 Arborwood Title I  
funds in accordance with allowable expenditure  
guidelines for use of federal funds for supplemental  
instructional programming. 

 
11. Elementary Student Planners – 2014/15   Mrs. Everly  46 

Move to approve the purchase of 2,100 student  
planners from School Datebooks in the amount of  
$4345.10 plus shipping and handling.  

 
12. MHSAA State Golf Meet     Dr. McLeod  52 

Move to approve the Monroe High School student  
attendance at the MHSAA State Golf Meet in East  
Lansing, Michigan; according to the terms of Policy  
IICA, Field Trips and Excursions.  

 
13. Superintendent’s Comments     Dr. Martin 

 
14. Old Business       Mr. Yeo 

 
15. New Business       Mr. Yeo 



 
16. Public Commentary – Any Topic    Mr. Yeo 

 
17. Adjournment       Mr. Yeo  56 

Move that the June 3, 2014 Board Meeting #10 of the  
Monroe Public Schools Board of Education be adjourned. 

 



   Board Meeting #10 
         June 3, 2014 
         Item A 
  
 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
 
 
       Present  Absent 
 
   
  Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor  ______ ______ 
 
  Dr. March    ______ ______ 
 
  Mr. Mason    ______ ______ 
 
  Mr. Philbeck    ______ ______ 
 
  Ms. Spicer    ______ ______ 
 
  Mr. VanWasshenova   ______ ______ 
 
  Mr. Yeo    ______ ______ 
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         Board Meeting #10 
         June 3, 2014 
         Item #C.1 
 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
 
ENCLOSURES 

• May 20, 2014 Board Work Session Minutes 
• May 20, 2014 Board Meeting #9 Minutes 
• May 27, 2014 Special Work Session Minutes 
• May 27, 2014 Closed Meeting Minutes 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION      
Move to approve the following minutes as submitted:    

• May 20, 2014 Board Work Session  
• May 20, 2014 Board Meeting #9  
• May 27, 2014 Special Work Session  
• May 27, 2014 Closed Meeting 

 
 
  
 
MOTION: _______________  SUPPORT: _________________  ACTION: ________ 
 
    
    Aye  Nay  Abstain Absent 
 
Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Dr. March   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Mason   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Philbeck   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Ms. Spicer   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. VanWasshenova  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Yeo   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
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MONROE PUBLIC SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Work Session 
Tuesday, May 20, 2014 

5:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Roll Call and Call to Order 
Board Members Present: President Robert Yeo, Vice President Larry VanWasshenova, Secretary 

June Knabusch-Taylor, Parliamentarian Dr. Tedd March, Trustee Aaron N. 
Mason, Trustee Ryan Philbeck, and Trustee Wendy Spicer 

Board Members Absent: None 
 
Administrators Present: Barry Martin, Julie Everly, Ryan McLeod, Katherine Eighmey, David 

Payne 
 
Administrators Absent: Jerry Oley 
 
President Yeo called the meeting to order at 6:09 p.m.   

 
Budget Reductions 
The administrative team presented cost savings recommendations along with dollar amounts attached to 
the savings.  Reasons for the cost savings and how it will benefit student learning was discussed.   
 
The current 2014/15 budget projections are based on Executive Recommendation of $111 increase per 
student.  The State budget is expected to be complete the first week of June. Mrs. Eighmey said that she 
will finalize figures in mid-June and present at the MPS Budget Hearing on June 24, 2014.   
 
Adjournment 
Motion by Mr. Philbeck; support by Mr. Mason that the 5:00 p.m., May 20, 2014 Work Session of the 
Monroe Public Schools Board of Education be adjourned. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 hand vote at 6:23 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
_________________________________________________ 
June Knabusch-Taylor, Secretary 
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MONROE PUBLIC SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Board Meeting #9 
May 20, 2014 

7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Roll Call and Call to Order 
Board Members Present: President Robert Yeo, Vice President Lawrence VanWasshenova, Secretary 

June Knabusch-Taylor, Parliamentarian Dr. Tedd March, Trustee Aaron N. 
Mason, Trustee Ryan Philbeck, and Trustee Wendy Spicer 

 
Board Members Absent: None 
 
Administrators Present: Barry Martin, Julie Everly, Ryan McLeod, Katherine Eighmey, Jerry Oley, 

David Payne 
 
Administrators Absent: None 
 
President Yeo called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
MPS Scholarship Recipients 
Prior to the start of the Board of Education meeting, the 2014 Monroe Public Schools Scholarship 
recipients and their parents were introduced.  Board members congratulated these graduates who were 
then treated to a dessert reception. 
 
Waterloo School – Bridgestone Grant Winner 
Congratulations to Waterloo for winning the Bridgestone online grant contest.  The grant will go towards 
building a new playground.  Mrs. McLaughlin shared information how students, staff and parents 
dispersed the information to the community to build support. 
 
Public Commentary-Agenda Items Only 
There was none at this time. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Mr. Mason; support by Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor to approve the minutes of the following 
meetings as submitted: 

• May 6, 2014 Board Meeting #8  
• May 8, 2014 Special Board Meeting 
• May 8, 2014 Closed Meeting 
• May 15, 2014 Special Board Meeting 
• May 15, 2014 Closed Meeting 

Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Reports and Update 
May 5, 2014 Board Personnel Committee Meeting Minutes were received.  
 
Exempt Administrative Contract 
Motion by Ms. Spicer; support by Dr. March to approve administrative contract for Dr. Barry Martin as 
recommended for the 2014-2015 through 2016-2017 school years. 
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Discussion:  Dr. Martin did very well on his evaluation and as a result, the Board approves of extending 
his contract.  Mr. Yeo thanked Dr. Martin for doing a great job during his first year as superintendent.   
Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Exempt Administrative Contract Extension 
Motion by Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor; support by Mr. Philbeck to approve administrative contract extension 
for Julie Everly and Ryan McLeod as recommended for the 2015/16 school year. 
Discussion:  Mr. VanWasshenova stated that he doesn’t like to approve a contract without reading it first. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Exempt Administrative Contract Extension 
Motion by Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor; support by Mr. Mason to approve administrative contract extension for 
Katherine Eighmey, Jerry Oley, and David Payne as recommended for the 2014/15 school year. 
Discussion: Mr. VanWasshenova stated that he doesn’t like to approve a contract without reading it first. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Administrative Contract Extensions 
Motion by Mr. Mason; support by Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor to approve administrative contract extensions 
for:  Montyne Barbee, Jennifer Bennett, Shelley Cormier, Matthew Cortez, Mary Ann Cyr, Kim Diven, 
William Ferrara, Cindy Flynn, Teresa Joseph, Lisa McLaughlin, Kelly McMahon, Valerie Orr, Steve 
Pollzzie, Melissa Provo, John Ray, Timothy Salenbien, Jessica Shultz and Otto Zillgitt as recommended 
for the 2014/15 school year. 
Discussion: Mr. VanWasshenova stated that he doesn’t mind supporting this extension since it’s through 
collective bargaining.  
Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Resolution to Support the MCISD Proposed Budget for 2014/15 
Motion by Mr. Mason; support by Mr. Yeo to approve the ISD Budget Resolution as presented. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Section 105 and 105C Opt-out Resolution 
Motion by Mr. Mason; support by Dr. March to approve Section 105 and 105C Opt-out Resolution as 
presented. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Emergency Roof Repair at MMS 
Motion by Mr. Philbeck; support by Mr. Mason  to accept the bid from Nordman Roofing Co., Inc. from 
Toledo, Ohio, for $12,474.00 for emergency repair to the Monroe Middle School roof.  Money for this 
project will come from the Site Sinking Fund. 
Discussion: Nordman Roofing Company has done all the repairs throughout the entire district. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
First Vehicle Contract Extension 
Motion by Mr. Mason; support by Dr. March to amend the motion to accept a three year contract 
extension from First Vehicle Services for the 2014/2015, 2015/2016 and 2016/2017 school years and 
adjust the current contract price using Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the second and third year only. 
Discussion:  Mr. VanWasshenova expressed concern with non-contract issues that are in addition to the 
contracted amount.  Mr. Oley stated that if the board would approve a three year contract the district 
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would save the Consumer Price Index the first year, which would be a savings of about $8,000-$12,000.  
The CPI would be in effect the second and third year.  There is language in the contract that gives us the 
opportunity to exempt out if we so choose.  Mr. Oley prefers a three year contract because it brings 
consistency to the program and the ability to run a flawless program.  There haven’t been any changes to 
the contract other than conditions with CPI.  Mr. VanWasshenova said at some point we have to put the 
contract out for bid.  Mr. Oley stated there were zero responses the last few times we put out an RFP.  
This is a very selective operation that requires unique skills.        
Vote:  Motion carried by a 6-1 roll call vote.  Mr. VanWasshenova voted no. 
 
Carpet/Tile Repair and Replacement 
Motion by Mr. Mason; support by Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor to accept the bid of $36,819.00 from Runyon’s 
Home Decorating of Monroe, Michigan, to repair and/or replace carpet throughout the district.  Money for 
this purchase will come from the Site Sinking Budget. 
Discussion:  These repairs and replacements are being done for safety issues as well as aesthetic reasons.   
Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Varsity Track and Field State Finals 
Motion by Mr. VanWasshenova; support by Dr. March to approve the attendance of Monroe High School 
students at the MHSAA Varsity Track and Field State Meet in Rockford, Michigan, according to the 
terms of Policy IICA, Field Trips and Excursions. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Superintendent Comments   

• Today we celebrated the ninth home for Habitat for Humanity which was built by our Monroe 
High School construction technology students.  Work continues on the house because of the harsh 
winter and school cancellations which put it behind schedule.  Next year’s build will be on 
Michigan Avenue. 

• Tomorrow is a half day for students; teachers will attend an in-service in the afternoon. 
• As evidence of Mrs. Orr’s work to transform the culture at MHS into a “college going culture,” 

four seniors and one junior member of the girls’ soccer team have signed letters of intent for 
various colleges so they can use their athletic skills to obtain a college education. 

• The June 3rd board meeting will be held at Monroe High School.  We will start at 6:00 p.m. and 
conclude our work in time so that the board can attend the Orchard Center High School graduation 
at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium.  

• Monroe High School’s graduation ceremony will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, May 30, at 
Bunkelman Field.  Along with the closed circuit TV option in the auditorium, the ceremony will 
be streamed live via You Tube.    

• Baccalaureate is scheduled for May 29 at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium at Monroe High School.  
Graduating seniors from other schools are also welcome.  Board member Ryan Philbeck will be 
one of the speakers.   

• Monroe Middle School will host their annual Awards Night on Tuesday, May 27 at 7:00 p.m.   
• Custer students and family members will participate in Family Engineering Night on June 4 at 

6:00 p.m.   
• Senior prom was held last Saturday at the Huntington Center in downtown Toledo.  Mrs. Shultz 

said the students were extremely well behaved and a good time was had by all.   
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• Congratulations to Monroe High School graduate Dr. Steve McNew who was named 
Superintendent of the Monroe County Intermediate School District, succeeding Dr. Don Spencer 
who is retiring.   

 
Old Business  
There was none at this time. 
 
New Business   
Dr. Martin received a copy of the cooperative team renewal form for our hockey team from Dr. Ray.  
When this was approved two years ago, it was suggested that we review how things went over the two-
year period.  Mr. Yeo commented that with the help of everyone involved, the program ran smoother than 
in the past and is headed in the right direction.    
 
Public Commentary-Any Topic  
Citizen Selma Rankins is pleased that Dr. Steve McNew will succeed Dr. Spencer as superintendent of the 
MCISD.  Mr. Rankins had a positive conversation with Dr. McLeod and Mrs. Everly about what we can 
do to improve education for our students.  Mr. Rankins appreciates the support he receives from Dr. 
Martin.  
 
Adjournment  
Motion by Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor; support by Mr. Philbeck that the May 20, 2014, Board Meeting #9 of 
the Monroe Public Schools Board of Education be adjourned.   
Vote:  Motion carried by a 7-0 hand vote at 8:21 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
_________________________________________________ 
June Knabusch-Taylor, Secretary 
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MONROE PUBLIC SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Special Work Session 
Tuesday, May 27, 2014 

5:30 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Roll Call and Call to Order 
Board Members Present: President Robert Yeo, Secretary June Knabusch-Taylor, Trustee Aaron N. 

Mason, and Trustee Wendy Spicer 
 
Board Members Absent: Vice President Lawrence VanWasshenova, Parliamentarian Dr. Tedd 

March, Trustee Ryan Philbeck 
 
Administrators Present: Barry Martin, Julie Everly, Ryan McLeod, Katherine Eighmey, David 

Payne 
 
Administrators Absent: Jerry Oley 
 
President Yeo called the meeting to order at 5:38 p.m.   

 
Closed Session 
Motion by Mr. Mason; support by Ms. Spicer to convene in closed session for the purpose of attorney 
client privilege (Open Meetings Act, Section 8e). 
Vote:  Motion carried by a 4-0 hand vote at 5:38 p.m. 
 
Adjournment of Closed Session and Reconvene 
Motion by Mr. Mason; support by Ms. Spicer that the closed session adjourn and the special board 
meeting be reconvened into open session. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a 4-0 hand vote at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
Motion by Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor; support by Mr. Yeo that the 7:04 p.m., May 27, 2014 Special Work 
Session of the Monroe Public Schools Board of Education be adjourned. 
Vote:  Motion carried by a 4-0 hand vote at 7:05 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
_________________________________________________ 
June Knabusch-Taylor, Secretary 
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 Board Meeting #10 
 June 3, 2014 
 Item #C.2 
 
 
        
 
 

REPORTS AND UPDATES 
 
 
 
 
BOARD COMMITTEES/OTHER REPORTS 
 

•  May 19, 2014 Board Curriculum Committee Minutes 
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Monroe Public Schools 
Board Curriculum Committee 

 
 
 
Date of Meeting: May 19, 2014  
Next Meeting:  June 15, 2014 
 
 
 
1) Call to Order: Julie Everly called the meeting to order at 5:03. 

 

2) In Attendance: Jenn Barker, Cheryl Bindus, Shannon Collum, Vuncia Council, Julie 

Everly, Meaghan Gibson, Dave Henry, June Knabusch-Taylor,  Jake Labeau, Tedd March, 

Barry Martin, Lisa McLaughlin, Ryan McLeod, Carol Noland, Valerie Orr, David Payne, 

Steve Pollzzie, Melissa Provo, Kyle Reed, Jessica Shultz, Delsie Sissoko, Larry 

VanWasshenova,  Holly Wallace,   

 

3) Minutes:   The April 14, 2014 Curriculum Committee meeting minutes were approved at the        

May 6, 2014 Board of Education Meeting. 

 

4) Public Commentary:  

 
5) Arborwood Summer Reading Program: Delssie Sissoko, School Improvement Coach, and 

Holly Wallace, 5th grade teacher, are a part of the Family Engagement Committee at Arborwood 

Campus. The group has recently completed a book study using the book “Summer Reading 

Closing the Rich/Poor Reading Achievement Gap” written by Richard Allington and Anne 

McGill-Franzen. They learned that if a student is poor, they will on average have a three month 

summer slide in their reading level, and if the student happens to be low achieving and poor, 

the slide can be even greater. By the time a student with these difficulties gets to the sixth grade 

they can be two to three years behind their more advantaged peers which can be almost 

impossible to overcome. This committee is proposing a summer reading program where 

teachers meet with students where they live. The teachers will go to apartment complexes and 

the Arthur Lesow Center to hold a book clubs for older students; read aloud and have 

discussion time with the lower elementary students. They will have organized activities that go 

along with the books. They will check in with the students to see how their reading is 

progressing and if they have any questions. They will purchase books so the students will have 
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resources available to them for variety and choices for their interest.  The teachers will be 

focused on grade level standards when meeting with the students and they hope to accomplish 

a reduced loss of ground over the summer. Teachers will use the Pearson Inform to recognize 

who to target for this program. The board will see other purchases of materials for supporting 

the summer reading program. There are also more purchases that need to be made to finish the 

already approved Title I purchase. A possible meeting with the high school mentor and Mayor 

Clark in order to coordinate with the Lending Library Houses.  

 
6) Connected Math Curriculum Update: Several teachers throughout the district have been 

piloting the Connected Math Curriculum and wanted to share what they have learned. Mary 

Wolf from Manor Elementary School stated it has been a breath of fresh air. Mary has found 

there is a definite entry point for all students and especially for students that don’t normally 

like math; it is challenging and interesting for her higher achievers as well. There are plenty of 

real life examples that the students can relate to, which is helpful.  

 
MMS – the way we normally teach is very pigeon holed and there are areas of math that we 

teach that never cross other areas and this allows for the students to see how the different 

areas intersect. The projects are very well liked and the real world examples are helpful since 

the students can relate to those examples. Students who tend not to do very well in math are 

scoring higher and finding math more interesting. As MMS looks at the curriculum, they are 

pulling each unit apart and really digging into learning each individual unit. The students who 

are traditionally good at math are realizing more, and they are getting a richer, deeper 

knowledge of math from this. 

 
Ann Arbor and Bedford are local areas that are currently using the Connected Math Curriculum. 

There is evidence that students who live in a lower socio economic situation have done better 

with Connected Math.  The National Science Organization certification is what we like to look 

for in math and science since that gives us confidence that it has been highly researched.  

 

7) Adult Education: Vuncia Council and Carol Noland were available to discuss Adult Education in 

Monroe. Dr. McLeod and Dr. Martin have been working with Orchard Center High School and 

the Learning Bank regarding the GED program. They would like to coordinate a program 

between OCHS and the Learning Bank. If enrolled in the program, students would be able to 

utilize either building. They are working to build a coordinated schedule that will accommodate 

this. When the Learning Bank was formed it was recognized that more adult education was 

needed in Monroe County. Currently we have over 15,000 residents that do not have their GED.  
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While developing the program, The Learning Bank determined they need to be in line with the 

community college and the 15,000 Monroe County residents that don’t have a GED. With 

multiple access points, every person is assessed when they arrive to see where they should 

start. The consistency of support at area GED centers and full support with wrap around 

services, we can fund many volunteers coming in for career counseling resume writing. The 

testing is now owned by Pearson and we are working with Bedford since they have been 

approved to be a state testing site. Orchard has been modified to handle the testing, we are 

currently waiting to have our contract approved by our attorneys then it will be sent to Pearson 

for approval. Once we are approved OCHS will be a certified testing center. We would like to 

standardized the process and make sure the students have access to what they need. Plato and 

Key Train are the two programs we use that are adaptive for the students and start where they 

need to start. We need to make sure we are monitoring their progress to be sure they are at a 

point where they are ready to test and can be reasonably assured they can pass their test.  Adult 

education is being offered during the school day, morning, and early afternoon, sessions are 

available at The Learning Bank and an evening session is available at OCHS. 

 

8) Waterloo STEAM Update:  Waterloo is very excited to be chosen as a Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, and Math school and they are on a full STEAM ahead program!  Four strategies 

from the District Improvement Plan have been integrated into the plan. Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics integrated study per trimester, Lego robotics for the 

engineering, and chrome books to incorporate the technology into the classes. All of these 

pieces have been incorporated in alignment with the District Improvement Plan. We would like 

our students to dress for success. We have polled 60 parents and asked four questions.  Each 

teacher was instructed to ask five parents to take their poll to see what the opinion of student 

uniforms would be.  Fifty-three parents were in agreement, seven were opposed and seven said 

it would be a financial hardship. With an 80% free or reduced lunch ratio, we feel it will put 

students on the same level.  For the financial hardship we are looking at the possibility of 

starting a closest.  We have visited Carver Academy which is a STEM school and they looked 

very put together and professional.  Waterloo has already gotten a lot of the items in place for 

this adoption. 

 
9) MHS Learning Common and MHS Writing Initiative: One item that has been developing in 

the high school conversation is “what is the specific need of a library.” They feel the more 

sensible question is what should a learning common for Monroe High School students look like 

and what is the  vision for the building. We would like an area where students can read together 

and collaborate with other students. Before and after school it will be used for students and 
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there will be rooms available to collaborate for groups to work on a project together. We are 

looking at repurposing furniture to make this work without additional furniture purchases. We 

are currently on the refresh cycle with technology so we are also working closely with them to 

be sure the purchases that are made are in conjunction with our needs for  the different phases 

of our library common. Only 2% to 3% of the items in the library get used every year. We would 

like all of the high interest books moved into classrooms with the teachers who teach in that 

specialty area. We would also like to build our mobile library units, then the books can move 

from room to room and they will be more accessible to students.  

 

We are working to prepare our students to have a post-secondary plan and prepare them for 

the work force or college, wherever they decide to go.  We know that literacy is the foundation 

for everything and we are working to make sure that all students leave the high school with a 

level of reading and writing to make them marketable for the work force or college. With this in 

mind we are focusing on a reading - writing initiative by getting more books in the hands of our 

students and having areas that are conducive to the reading - writing process.  

 

10) Calkins Unit of Study for Grades 6, 7, 8:  The Calkins Units of Study will be released 

this summer for grades 6, 7, and 8. The initial quotes are $211.25 per classroom. We 

will need to purchase 17 units of study for the elementary schools and 16 for the middle 

school. There is a common theme we are working to build which is a cohesive 

curriculum Y5 through grade 12; with the purchase of the Calkins Units of Study for 6, 7, 

8 we will have this accomplished for Y-5 through 8th grade in writing.  

 

11) Increase in Technology Integration – Secondary:  We want to make sure everyone is 

updated - spot bidding has been extended. With the current process, Dave discusses the budget 

with Kathy in order to decide what monies in the Technology Budget are available. Then Dave 

will speak to the school principals to decide what exactly they would like to order for the 

summer update. The main focus is that the schools are utilizing their money in a way that 

supports the district curriculum, the district improvement target, and the individual School 

Improvement Plans.  

 
The Acer laptops have served their purpose. We were able to extend their life expectancy, but 

we are at a point that we need to look at renewing devices for the elementary schools.  
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The question came up as to what can come out of the sinking fund and the general fund and also 

the technology millage.  

 

12) Old Business:  

 

13) New Business: Julie presented the reading teacher comparison reports for elementary 

schools, which showed the end of trimester 2 data.  We also have a full list of to do items 

for Pearson Inform so we can get the data we need in the format we would like. Julie 

explained the graphs that were in the reports. 

 
   

14) Adjournment: Julie Everly adjourned the meeting at  7:30. 
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         Board Meeting #10 
         June 3, 2014 
         Item #C.3 
 
 

STAFF RESIGNATIONS 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
We have received a letter of resignation from Otto Zillgitt for the purpose of retiring at 
the end of the school year.  Mr. Zillgitt has been with Monroe Public Schools for the past 
39 years; the last eight years as an Assistant Principal at Monroe High School. 
 
We have received a letter of resignation from David Prenkert for the purpose of 
retirement as of August 29, 2014.  Mr. Prenkert has been a Custodian for Monroe Public 
Schools for the past 30 years. 
 
ENCLOSURES 
Letters of Resignation  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Move to approve the resignations from Monroe Public Schools of Otto Zillgitt as of June 
19, 2014 and of David Prenkert as of August 29, 2014.  
 
 
MOTION: _______________ SUPPORT: _________________   ACTION: ________ 
 
    Aye  Nay  Abstain Absent 
 
Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Dr. March   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Mason   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Philbeck   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Ms. Spicer   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. VanWasshenova  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Yeo   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
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Board Meeting #10 
         June 3, 2014 
         Item #C.4 
 
 

TEACHER TENURE RECOGNITION 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
Teacher Tenure is granted under the Michigan Teacher Tenure Act when a teacher 
satisfactorily completes a probationary period.   Under the revised statute, teachers hired 
since September of 1993 and prior to the 2011 amendment must complete a four year 
probation period, unless they have received tenure in another Michigan district.   Under 
that condition, a two-year probation must be served.   
 
At the end of this school year, Dawn Brodie, Christina Taft, and Bryan Zamorski will be 
eligible for tenure. 
 
On behalf of the administration, I am pleased to report that these teachers have earned 
good evaluations and recommendation from their supervisor(s).  Even though tenure is 
granted under the statute, the Board of Education is asked to confirm and endorse the 
granting of tenure. 
 
ENCLOSURES 
Tenure Recommendations 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Move to confirm and endorse the granting of tenure for Dawn Brodie, Christina Taft, and 
Bryan Zamorski on the appropriate anniversary dates. 
 
 
MOTION: _______________ SUPPORT: _________________   ACTION: ________ 
 
    Aye  Nay  Abstain Absent 
 
Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Dr. March   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Mason   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Philbeck   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Ms. Spicer   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. VanWasshenova  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Yeo   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
 

18



19



 

 
 
Waterloo Elementary School 
1933 S. Custer Road - Monroe, Michigan 48161 
Phone: 734-265-5100 - Fax: 734-265-5101 

 
TO:  Julie Everly 
 
FROM: Lisa McLaughlin 
 
DATE: May 15, 2014 
 
RE:  Tenure Recommendation for Christine Taft 
 
 
 
I am pleased to write this tenure recommendation for Christine Taft. For the past two years Chris 
has been a teacher at Waterloo School. During those two years she has become knowledgeable of 
the district curriculum and the Common Core Standards.  
 
Mrs. Taft has a passion for learning and remains well informed of current educational issues and 
instructional practices through participation in professional development activities and readings. 
Chris uses best practices in the delivery of instruction for her students, drawing from a wide 
variety of strategies to meet individual needs.  She has created high expectations for all of her 
students and is a dedicated professional. She is a valued member of our staff and an asset to 
Monroe Public Schools. 
 
Mrs. Taft is dedicated to the Waterloo community. She has demonstrated her leadership abilities 
through her involvement in a number of school projects and activities.  She has been an active 
teacher of our Extended Day Programs.  
 
With this, I recommend Mrs. Taft for tenure status with Monroe Public Schools.  Her 
commitment to education is an asset to the district and the teaching profession.   
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                                                                                  Board Meeting #10 
 June 3, 2014 
 Item #C.5 
   
 

SCHOOL LUNCH PRICES 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
See attached 

 
ENCLOSURES 
Memorandum – Kathy Eighmey 
Monroe County Meal Prices 2013/14 
Price Adjustment Calculators 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Move to approve Option B to set prices for school lunches for the 2014/15 school year. 
  
 
MOTION:    ___________   SUPPORT:    ______   ACTION:   ___________ 
 
 
    Aye  Nay  Abstain Absent 
 
Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Dr. March   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Mason   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Philbeck   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Ms. Spicer   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. VanWasshenova  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Yeo   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
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                                                                                  Board Meeting #10  
 June 3, 2014 
         Item #C.6 
    
 

MASB 2014-2015 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Michigan Association of School Boards is an important resource for information and 
materials for school board members.  There are many benefits which are available by 
being a member of MASB, including the annual state conference.  The MASB works as 
an advocate for local school board governance.  This year they are requesting $7,090 
based on the official pupil count from fall of 2013.  (Last year’s fees:  $6,942) 

 
ENCLOSURE 
Michigan Association of School Boards Renewal Notice and Informational Sheet 
 
RECOMMENDATION     
Move to approve the 2014/15 membership dues to the Michigan Association of School 
Boards in the amount of $7,090.    
 
 
MOTION:    ___________   SUPPORT:    ______   ACTION:   ___________ 
 

Aye  Nay  Abstain Absent 
 

Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Dr. March   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Mason   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Philbeck   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Ms. Spicer   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. VanWasshenova  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Yeo   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
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  Board Meeting #10 
  June 3, 2014 
  Item #C.7 
 
 

MICHIGAN HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
2014-15 MEMBERSHIP 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Michigan High School Athletic Association is a voluntary, non-profit corporation 
comprised of public, private and parochial junior high/middle and senior high schools 
whose Boards of Education have voluntarily applied for and received membership for 
their secondary schools.  The association sponsors statewide tournaments and makes 
eligibility rules with respect to participation in such Michigan High School Athletic 
Association sponsored tournaments in the various sports.  School systems that wish to 
host or participate in such meets and tournaments must join the MHSAA and agree to 
abide by and enforce the MHSAA rules, regulations and qualifications concerning 
eligibility, game rules and tournament policies, procedures and schedules. 
 
ENCLOSURE 
Memo from MHSAA Executive Director 
Membership Resolution 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Move to adopt the Michigan High School Athletic Association membership resolution for 
the year August 1, 2014 through July 31, 2015 as presented. 
 
 
MOTION: _______________ SUPPORT: _________________   ACTION: ________ 
 
    Aye  Nay  Abstain Absent 
 
    ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Dr. March   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Mason   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Philbeck   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Ms. Spicer   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. VanWasshenova  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Yeo   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
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         Board Meeting #10 
         June 3, 2014 
         Item #C.8 
 

 
CONNECTED MATH FOR GRADES 6, 7, AND 8 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations in Language Arts and Math are being replaced with 
the National Common Core Curriculum. With this, the MEAP and MME will be replaced with a 
national assessment beginning in the spring of 2015.  Much of our curriculum work this year has 
focused on integrating and aligning the new National Common Core with the current curriculum. 
Teachers have worked in curriculum committees and study groups to evaluate curriculum 
expectations that are already strongly aligned and target areas in a stronger alignment and 
resources are necessary.  
 
Due to the sequential and contextual nature of the mathematics expectations, the district math 
committee and study groups are recommending the purchase of resources from Pearson 
Connected Mathematics for grades sixth, seventh and eighth.  The resources represent the 
culmination of over 20 years of research and development funded by the National Science 
Foundation, TERC (Technical Education Research Centers), and Pearson which was aimed at 
improving the teaching and learning of elementary and middle school mathematics. The 
Connected Mathematics Project (CMP) was funded by the National Science Foundation between 
1991 and 1997 to develop a mathematics curriculum for grades six through eight.  The result was 
Connected Mathematics, a complete mathematics curriculum that helps students develop 
understanding of important concepts, skills, procedures, and ways of thinking and reasoning in 
number, geometry, measurement, algebra, probability, and statistics.  

In addition to aligning with the common core, these supplements will strengthen the consistency 
of our math program throughout elementary and middle school. 
 
ENCLOSURE 
See the attached cost proposal with the breakdown for each item including the items they are not 
charging us for.  
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Move to approve the purchase of Pearson Connected Mathematics for grades sixth, seventh, and 
eighth, which will support the mathematics curriculum alignment with the National Common 
Core at an estimated amount not to exceed $181,617.83 
 
MOTION: _______________ SUPPORT: _________________   ACTION: ________ 
 
    Aye  Nay  Abstain Absent 
 
Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Dr. March   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Mason   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Philbeck   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Ms. Spicer   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. VanWasshenova  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Yeo   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
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         Board Meeting #10 
         June 3, 2014 
         Item #C.9 
 

 
MANOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

LEVELED LITERACY INTERVENTION PROGRAM 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
The Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention System (LLI) is a small-group, 
supplementary literacy intervention program designed to help teachers provide powerful, 
daily, small-group instruction for the lowest achieving students at their grade level. 
Through systematically designed lessons and original, engaging leveled books, LLI 
supports learning in both reading and writing, helps students expand their knowledge of 
language and words and how they work. The goal of LLI is to bring students to grade 
level achievement in reading.  Students in need of intervention will benefit from this 
program.  
 
ENCLOSURE 
See the attached cost proposal for purchase of the described Leveled Literacy 
Intervention program from Heinemann Publishing. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Move to approve the purchase of the instructional resources from Heinemann Publishing. 
The total cost for the materials, plus shipping, will not exceed $5.130.00.  The entire 
amount will be paid through the 2013-2014 Title I funds in accordance with allowable 
expenditure guidelines for use of federal funds for supplemental instructional 
programming.   
 
 
MOTION: _______________ SUPPORT: _________________   ACTION: ________ 
 
    Aye  Nay  Abstain Absent 
 
Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Dr. March   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Mason   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Philbeck   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Ms. Spicer   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. VanWasshenova  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Yeo   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
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         Board Meeting #10 
         June 3, 2014 
         Item #C.10 
 

 
ARBORWOOD CAMPUS ELA BOOK PURHCASE 

 
BACKGROUND 
The Arborwood Elementary Campus would like to purchase reading units to supplement 
their E.L.A. program this is part of the School Improvement work to provide highly 
effective workshop instruction and improve student achievement across the curriculum. 
Each curriculum in grades, 2nd -6th includes one or more specific reading units that 
require teachers to have multiple copies of different types of books, available to their 
students to compliment the unit.   
 
This purchased will enhance the books already purchased and develop a span of lower-
higher reading levels.  Also, some of the units call for more than one book in a series to 
be read during a certain amount of time, and this purchase will make that possible.  For 
grades Y5-1, each of the reading units recommends specific books and titles based on 
familiar characters, alphabet books, nursery rhymes, etc. that teachers should have 
available to their students at lower levels.  These books are used in partner reading and or 
small book group discussions.   
 
This purchase will provide the books to support all of the above, as well as, the summer 
reading program.  It will not exceed $14,300.00. 
 
ENCLOSURES 

• Quote for all the books from Amazon.com. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Move to approve the purchase of ELA books for the Arborwood Elementary Campus for 
a total cost not to exceed $14,300.00. The total amount of this purchase will be covered 
by 2013-2014 Arborwood Title I funds in accordance with allowable expenditure 
guidelines for use of federal funds for supplemental instructional programming. 
 
MOTION: _______________ SUPPORT: _________________   ACTION: ________ 
 
    Aye  Nay  Abstain Absent 
 
Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Dr. March   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Mason   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Philbeck   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Ms. Spicer   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. VanWasshenova  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Yeo   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
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         Board Meeting #10 
         June 3, 2014 
         Item #C.11 
 

 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PLANNERS 

2014/2015 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
The elementary principals, as a group, are requesting permission to purchase common 
elementary planners at a cost of $4345.10 plus shipping and handling from School 
Datebooks.  The student planner has been purchased each year as a tool for the teachers 
and students to stay organized. 
 
ENCLOSURES 
Enclosed are copies of each quote for the individual schools with the cost of the planners 
by building.  The money will come from the Elementary Curriculum – Teaching Supplies 
account. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Move to approve the purchase of 2,100 student planners from School Datebooks in the 
amount of $4345.10 plus shipping and handling.  
 
 
MOTION: _______________ SUPPORT: _________________   ACTION: ________ 
 
    Aye  Nay  Abstain Absent 
 
Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Dr. March   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Mason   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Philbeck   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Ms. Spicer   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. VanWasshenova  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Yeo   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
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         Board Meeting #10 
         June 3, 2014 
         Item #C.12 
 
 

MHSAA STATE GOLF MEET 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
Monroe High School Athletic Director, Dr. John Ray, wishes to petition the Board of 
Education for approval to send the student (1) that qualified to the State Championship 
Golf Meet.  This will be held Thursday, June 5 through Saturday, June 7, 2014 in East 
Lansing, Michigan at the Forest Akers Golf Course. The student will be transported in a 
private vehicle and the Monroe Public Schools Athletic Fund will cover the expense of 
this trip.  All aspects of the trip will be in accordance with related board policies.  
 
ENCLOSURES 
Monroe Public Schools Abbreviated Field Trip and Excursion Check List form. The 
complete packet is housed in the office of the Assistant Superintendent of Elementary 
Education, Instruction, Curriculum and Human Resources. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Move to approve the Monroe High School student attendance at the MHSAA State Golf 
Meet in East Lansing, Michigan; according to the terms of Policy IICA, Field Trips and 
Excursions.  
 
MOTION: _______________ SUPPORT: _________________   ACTION: ________ 
 
    Aye  Nay  Abstain Absent 
 
Mrs. Knabusch-Taylor ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Dr. March   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Mason   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Philbeck   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Ms. Spicer   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. VanWasshenova  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
Mr. Yeo   ____  ____  ____  ____ 
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                                                                                                          Board Meeting #10 
   June 3, 2014 
   Item #C.17 
 
 
 
        
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Move to adjourn the June 3, 2014 Board Meeting #10. 
 
 
HAND VOTE 
 
 
 
MOTION:                           SUPPORT:                           ACTION:               
 
 
    TIME:     
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